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1 Timothy 6 

 

 

1 Timothy 6:1-21 (KJV)  
1  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that 

the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.  
2  And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but 

rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These 

things teach and exhort.  

 

There are dozens of verses throughout the Old Testament, with a number of different laws 

depending on whether the servant was a Jew or a foreigner, taken in battle, or otherwise. There 

were OT laws about slaves being freed every seven years. There were laws about selling your 

son or daughter, or yourself into slavery. There were laws about how to treat a slave, and what 

punishment would be appropriate for someone who harmed or killed his own slave or someone 

else’s. The point is simply that slavery, though not commanded, or encouraged, was allowed, and 

regulated in the Old Testament.  

 

The teachings on slavery in the New Testament are far fewer than those in the Old Testament. 

Let’s read a few of those. 

 

Ephesians 6:5-9 (KJV)  
5  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and 

trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;  
6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from 

the heart;  
7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  
8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 

whether he be bond or free.  
9  And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your 

Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him. 

 

Colossians 3:22-24 (KJV)  
22  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 

menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:  
23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  
24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 

Christ. 

 

We see a few common elements of these teachings: 

1) The servant (slave, or employee… the term is broad enough to apply to either) must be 

obedient to his master, and must count his master/employer worthy of honor. The servant 

must work for his master as if they are working for the Lord. This means actually 

working hard rather than trying to appear to work hard.  



2) The master must realize that he too has a master, and that with God, there is no respect of 

persons. In other words, it doesn’t matter to God if you are the boss on this earth, or the 

servant. In God’s eyes, the servant and master are equal, and of equal value.  

 

But it is interesting, that some early Christians appeared to own slaves. We see this in both 

Ephesians 6 and 1 Timothy 6. Living in the United States in 2017, we have an extremely 

unfavorable and negative view of slavery, and the idea that some early Christians were slave 

owners rubs us the wrong way.  

 

Is owning slaves wrong? Did Paul allow, or even condone slavery? On the one hand, perhaps our 

view of slavery is tainted by the history of American slavery, which was largely race-based, and 

among the cruelest examples of slavery in history. There is no way to justify American slavery. 

But, perhaps there is a form of slavery that would be acceptable to God? The fact that it was 

allowed in the OT is interesting.  

 

More than 45 million Americans, 14.5% of the population lives below the poverty line, and 

about 45 million people rely on food stamps.  Some of these are disabled, working poor, or not 

working. So, we have a different form of “social safety net” than previous societies have had. In 

older societies, falling behind might mean you had to sell yourself into slavery. That wasn’t 

great, but perhaps you could argue that it was fair and empowering than our current system, 

which isn’t that great… 

 

There is another line of thinking, which is that slavery is morally wrong, and that even if allowed 

in the OT, is against God’s highest standards. There is at least a challenge of reconciling this 

view with Ephesians 6 and 1 Timothy 6 in which it is implied that some early Christians owned 

slaves. Perhaps you could take the view that these men in fact sinning, and were expected to 

eventually free their slaves, and further that the slaves they owned were acquired before they 

came to Christ, but not after. That is all possible, but certainly a series of suppositions that may 

or may not be correct. While I think it is possible (and maybe even easy) to build an argument of 

why slavery is unacceptable for Christians, I don’t know of any verse in scripture that actually 

condemns it directly, and there are these few instances where the writer had a clear opportunity 

to condemn it, but didn’t. Perhaps Paul was simply being sensitive to not causing a civil war in 

Ephesus and of having the message of salvation through Christ becoming clouded by a social 

cause of freeing the slaves, but he did nevertheless expect slave owners who became Christians 

to free their slaves as soon as possible.  

 

Regardless of the morality issue surrounding slavery, its illegal in most of the world today, and 

understood to be immoral. I suspect that every one of us would also have a conscience with 

actually owning a slave, so it’s not an issue that I think we need to spend too much time on.  

 

The most applicable lesson for us today is that the teachings about a “servant” apply to an 

employee, which almost all of us are. As Christians, we should be excellent employees – hard 

working, honest and trustworthy, and respectful of authority. A Christian who is a bad worker – 

lazy, dishonest, untrustworthy, or in any way second rate, will reflect poorly on Christ. I have 

heard people say, and have to some extent observed it myself in the world, that many people who 

claim to be religious are not very good workers, or very honest, or very fair. While this should 



simply reflect poorly on the individual, it actually gets deflect back to reflect poorly on Christ, 

and gives some people another reason to harden their hearts.  

 

Christianity did not aim to overthrow governments or economic orders. Servants, who became 

Christians, were expected to remain servants.  

 
3  If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;  
4  He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strife’s of words, whereof 

cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmising’s,  
5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 

godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  

 

We see here an admonition to withdraw ourselves from who “supposes that gain is godliness.”  

While it is true that godliness often produces gain, it not true that everything that produces gain 

is godly. It would certainly be a false doctrine, and easy to disprove, that everything that 

produces gain is godly… As this relates to the topics of servants and masters – I think the main 

focus here is on the servant, and his continued service after coming to Christianity, regardless of 

whether his master were a Christian or not. It seems that Paul is refuting an argument that a 

newly converted servant might make. “If gain is godliness, then I am justified in rebelling 

against my master.” The apostle refutes the foundation of this argument, and encourages servants 

to remain faithful to their masters and in fact, to be the best they can be, and serve their master as 

if they are serving God.  

 
6  But godliness with contentment is great gain.  
7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  
8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  

 

These are powerful verses, and some that we should all know by memory. We came into this 

world with nothing, and we will leave it with nothing. It’s amazing to remind yourself of that. To 

just step back, and look at the big picture. Whether you became rich on this earth, or you never 

did, it doesn’t matter. The rich and the poor will each pass to the next life with the exact same net 

worth. Bill Gates might have 60 billion dollars today, but he can’t take even 1 penny with Him. 

And when you look at it that way, what is the point of accumulating wealth? There is on point. 

Hence the admonition – having food and raiment, let us be content. In other words, having only 

the very basic necessities, the most subsistence living, be content. That’s a hard command… 

 

Turning from the poor, the servant, Paul now addresses those who “would be rich” and then in a 

few verses, address those are already rich.  

 

 
9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 

lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  
10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred 

from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  

 



The warnings against “they that would be rich” and the “love of money” apply to both the rich, 

and the poor alike. The poor can be just as greedy as the rich. This verse relates to the verses 

prior about being a servant, and about being content with food and raiment. The opposite of 

being content with your physical wealth is to be grasping for more.  

 

The exact wording in verse 10 is imprecise, and if taken literally, incorrect. A more accurate 

translation would have been that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  

 

Three broad categories of sin: 

- Lust of the flesh (sex, food, drink, sleep) 

- Lust of eyes (greed, covetousness, worldliness) 

- Pride of life (self sufficiency, pride) 

- And perhaps these three all have a root of selfishness? 

But in any case, the love of money / Lust of the eyes, is not the root of all sin, but rather of a 

broad family of sins.  

 

Commands against greed and covetousness are throughout scripture.  

1) Ten commandments – thou should not covet 

2) Christ’s teachings – you cannot serve God and Mammon 

3) Qualifications of elder – Not greedy of filthy lucre 

 

Covetousness also shows up in many lists of sinful behavior: 

 

Romans 1:28-29 (KJV)  
28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  
29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 

full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (KJV)  
10  He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with 

increase: this is also vanity. 

 

Luke 12:15 (KJV)  
15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not 

in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

 

A desire to be rich has many obvious consequences 

 

1) It distracts us from the real purpose of life. If every spare thought is focused on how to 

make more money, we will have not time or thought for things that matter – serving God, 

serving your family, friends, and fellow Christians.  

2) It can lead to dishonesty / cheating / theft 

3) If successful, it can lead to pride. If unsuccessful it can lead to despondency.  

 



To some, money is measuring stick by which to gauge personal worth, but it’s a terrible 

measuring stick.  

 

Money is a wonderful servant, but a terrible master.  

 

We must balance the condemnation of greed and pursuit of wealth with the admonition to be 

hard workers (working as if for God), and providing for our families.  

 
11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, patience, meekness.  
12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 

professed a good profession before many witnesses.  

 

The Christian life is so often referred to as a battle. I think we should always remember that we 

are engaged in a life and death battle for our souls. Paul says to “Lay hold on eternal life.” I also 

love that imagery. Be firm! Grab onto it, and don’t let go.  

 
13  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who 

before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;  
14  That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ:  
15  Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 

and Lord of lords;  
16  Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no 

man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.  

 
17  Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 

riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  
18  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 

communicate;  
19  Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may 

lay hold on eternal life.  

 

Riches are not always destructive: 

- Abraham,  Isaac, Jacob, Boaz, David, Solomon, Jehoshaphat, Job, and Joseph of Arimthaea  

 

And riches are often called a gift from God: 

Proverbs 10:22 (KJV)  
22  The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.  

 

1 Samuel 2:7-9 (KJV)  
7  The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up.  
8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 

among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the 

LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them.  



9  He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength 

shall no man prevail. 

 

But the vast majority of scriptures on the topic of wealth are warnings about its danger. 

 

Proverbs 23:4-5 (KJV)  
4  Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.  
5  Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; 

they fly away as an eagle toward heaven. 

 

Luke 12:13-21 (KJV)  
13  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the 

inheritance with me.  
14  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?  
15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not 

in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  
16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 

plentifully:  
17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to 

bestow my fruits?  
18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I 

bestow all my fruits and my goods.  
19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 

eat, drink, and be merry.  
20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 

shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  
21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.  

 

Revelation 3:17-18 (KJV)  
17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  
18  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 

that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 

eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

 

Psalm 62:10 (KJV)  
10  Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart 

upon them. 

 

Mark 4:18-19 (KJV)  
18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,  
19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 

entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

 

And many many more verses…  



They Bible has a lot to say about money - greed, covetousness, riches, poverty, and diligence and 

slothfulness, debt and generosity.  

But although riches are not inherently sinful, and wealth is not always destructive, it also clear 

that most of the writings on the topic of wealth are warnings of its temptations. In the Old 

Testament, we see more examples of God blessing men with riches and only a few warnings. In 

the New Testament, there are fewer examples of wealthy believers, and many more warnings.  

 

The rich man will be able to get his way more often in the world, to buy what he needs without 

compunction, to buy security, comfort, and even loyalty or power. He will trust in his wealth to 

provide his physical needs. The problem with all of this was spelled out earlier in our chapter – 

We entered this world with nothing, and we will leave with nothing. Don’t mistake financial 

security for spiritual security… The two have nothing to to do with each other. The rich man 

may get used to using his money to get his way. But God is not a respecter of persons. He views 

the rich man’s soul, his sin, no differently than he views the soul of a beggar. Both are of equal 

importance to God. That’s a really tough thing for a rich man to swallow.  

 

In shot, the risks of wealth are 

1) A sense of self-reliance. If the bank account can provide all of the physical needs, the rich 

man may not feel appropriately dependent on God. This self-reliance is false, of course.  

2) The rich man may be “self made” and fail to give God the Glory.  

3) The rich many may look down on those who are not as rich 

4) The rich man may hoard his wealth, refusing to share with those in need 

5) The rich man may use his wealth to oppress the poor 

6) The rich many may have too many cares and concerns associated with managing the 

wealth 

7) The rich man must untangle himself from his riches before he can enter the kingdom. 

This may mean he can learn to rely on God, be generous, not think of himself too highly, 

etc. But if he cannot do these things, he may be required to sell his property and give the 

proceeds away.  

8) And certainly a few more I haven’t delineated. There are so many distinct, yet inter-

related risks.  

 
20  O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, 

and oppositions of science falsely so called:  
21  Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.  

 

I would just highlight the concept of “oppositions of science falsely so called.” We have a lot of 

this today – belief systems that call themselves “science” but are in fact based on false science. 

Because this is “science” those who disagree are labeled as small minded, ignorant, uninformed, 

or opposed to progress.  

 

 

 


