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I. Brief Review of Overview of the Sermon on the Mount 

A. We are treating Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount conjointly with Luke’s Sermon on the Plain 

B. Audience 

1. His disciples, whom he particularly addressed in a public setting among multitudes 

a. That is, those whom he was preparing to receive and enter his kingdom 

C. Theme 

1.  The kingdom and its distinctive qualities 

a. The kingdom is shown to be composed of his (Messiah’s) subjects 

i. Its distinctive traits derive from his character 

II. Covered so far 

A. Beatitudes ...................................................................................................... (Matt. 5: 3–12; Luke 6: 20–26) 

B. Salt and light ......................................................................................................................... (Matt. 5: 13–16) 

III. Relationship of Jesus’ Doctrine to OT and Traditional Doctrine .............. (Matt. 5: 17–48; Luke 6: 27–36) 

A. In Installment 29 we looked at the prefatory paragraph to his distinctive doctrines ............... Matt. 5: 17–20 

B. We considered the meaning of Jesus’ declared purpose to fulfill the OT 

1. Fulfillment of the OT means satisfying its objective—leading to Christ and the NT 

C. We showed that he meant for his commands in this sermon to be applied to Christians ................ vv. 19–20 

1. These commandments pertain to the subjects of the kingdom, i.e. Christians 
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2. Those given in this instructional phase could be obeyed without abrogating the OT law 

i. Not all of Jesus’ teaching during this phase was given in this context 

(i) Addressing his disciples 

(ii) Concerning the kingdom 

IV. The Distinctive Doctrines of Jesus ............................................................................................. Matt. 5: 21–48 

A. Murder ................................................................................................................................................... 21–26 

1. Jesus took an existing OT law and greatly amplified it for the NT 

a. Not by adding detail and regulation 

i. Those were in fact diminished somewhat 

b. Rather, he extended its scope and reach 

i. He applies the law in the spiritual realm 

ii. He identifies the sin at its lowest root; in that case, anger and contempt 

(i) He gives three examples of morally suspect conditions and declares them subject to 
judgment 

iii. He declares that sin begins in the heart and is already sin before it is outwardly expressed 

2. The NT law is harder to obey than the OT 

B. Adultery ................................................................................................................................................. 27–30 

1. Covered last installment 

a. Jesus again makes an existing OT law greater 

i. He applies the law in the spiritual realm 

ii. He declares that adultery, too, begins in the heart and is already sin before it is outwardly 
expressed 

iii. He identifies the sin at its lowest root; in this case, sexual lust 

iv. Lust must conceive to bring forth sin ...................................................................... Jas. 1: 13–16 

v. Lust is a morally suspect condition—commonly associated with sin—and is subject to 
judgment 

b. He gives a fearfully strong command: If your eye or hand causes you to sin, remove it and cast it 
away 

i. I believe Jesus is teaching a high and profound principle, for which the out-plucked eye and 
severed hand serve as illustrative examples, to wit: 

 A Christian must break sin’s bonds of captivity without shrinking from any necessary sacrifice. 

ii. Jesus’ commands are spiritually focused, and the physical details he chooses for illustration 
do not restrict the scope of his principles and commands 

c. The NT law on adultery is very much harder to obey than the OT law 

C. Divorce and Remarriage ........................................................................................................................ 31–32 
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1. For this installment we will not attempt to present a complete discussion of NT D&R law, for two 
reasons 

a. We have very recently considered the body of NT doctrine in connection with Bro. Aulvie’s 
study of I Cor. 7 

b. The church has been squabbling about the place of the gospels in the Bible as if D&R law were 
the only reason to rightly divide them. The subjection of so important a principle to sectarian 
warfare must be rejected. Sectarianism is a scourge, and it sullies all it touches. 

2. In due course (God willing) we will consider Jesus’ further teaching on the subject 

a. Today, we content ourselves with just the doctrine introduced here in the Sermon on the Mount 

b. Drawing in other NT doctrine merely to supply necessary context 

3. OT Doctrine 

a. Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement ........... Deut 24: 1–4 

i. This doctrine in OT law allowed a man to divorce his wife without obvious sin 

ii. Scripture and secular history both agree that this allowance was exploited for any and all 
reasons, including the very flimsy (“she burned my dinner”) 

iii. Jesus will later criticize the law of divorce on three counts ................................ (Matt. 19: 8–9) 

(i) It was given for hardness of heart 

(ii) It was an allowance, not a command 

(iii) It was not God’s original will 

iv. The doctrine given by Jesus in his conversation with the Pharisees in Matt. 19 is related to the 
SOTM doctrine, and also contains the same exception; but he applies the exception to a 
different doctrine in that case, and we defer its consideration for now 

v. In this sermon, Jesus sharply restricts the permission of Moses by declaring that divorce is 
usually sinful even when legally obtained 

(i) Moses’ permission was still legal at this time; but Jesus had just declared that the law-
based righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees was inadequate for entry into the 
kingdom 

1. Hardness of heart is no longer an excuse for compromise of God’s will 

4. NT Doctrine 

a. Jesus establishes here two related doctrines: 

i. Causation of adultery 

ii. Adultery of remarriage 

(i) The first is qualified by an exception; the second is not 

(ii) For clarity of understanding, we will consider the first in two stages 

1. The meaning of the rule itself without regard to scope 

a. The exception modifies only the scope of the rule, not its meaning 

2. The scope of the rule, to understand the case when the rule does not apply 
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b. First doctrine: Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth 
her to commit adultery 

i. The doctrine, without its exception, is this: 

(i) Whosoever shall put away his wife causeth her to commit adultery 

(ii) Although divorce was legal in OT law, Jesus declares that its practice made a man 
responsible for tempting his wife to sin 

1. Jesus’ later discussion with his disciples, following the discussion with the Pharisees, 
declares that the adultery occurs after remarriage, not instantly upon divorce ...............  
 ........................................................................................................... (Mark 10: 10–12) 

2. If neither party remarries following the divorce, it is possible that no adultery will 
have occurred 

a. But God declares that he hates divorce, so we cannot say that no sin has occurred 
 ................................................................................................................. Mal. 2: 16 

i. The prophet says (in my understanding of the verse) that God considers 
divorce a violent and treacherous act, and the flimsy covering of a divorce 
certificate does not deceive him or change his mind 

b. God does not always reckon sin, especially in the absence of law .......... Rom. 7: 9 

i. Or in this case, in the presence of a weakness in law tolerated by God 

ii. Thus a hard-hearted Jew could do something that God hates, and still be 
legal, because of the weakness of OT law 

3. But Jesus declares that the husband “causes” her to commit adultery—irrespective of 
whether she actually remarries or not 

a. The apostle Paul acknowledges that not all are able to accept celibacy ...................  
 ............................................................................................................. I Cor. 7: 1–7 

i. A woman who has once married is highly likely to do so again, even if she 
knows it is sin to do so 

ii. Common experience tells us so; Jesus’ doctrine confirms it 

iii. Although she is legally divorced, and may not have sinned in arriving at that 
condition, it is now illegal for her to remarry 

iv. And if she does remarry, she shall be called an adulteress ................ Rom. 7: 3 

v. The Greek χρηματιζω chrematizo, translated “shall be called,” carries a 
connotation of divine admonition, not mere spiteful gossip, as the translation 
might suggest 

b. Although some rare upright woman might escape the temptation into which her 
husband has thrust her, Jesus declares that the causation has nevertheless 
occurred, and thus the hard-hearted husband is guilty 

ii. With this declaration, Jesus introduces one of the great principles of NT doctrine: 

(i) Causing another to sin is itself sin 

1. even if the deed is otherwise legal 

2. and even if the other resists the temptation and doesn’t actually commit the sin 
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(ii) Applied to the offending of children ................................................................... Matt. 18: 6 

1. “Offend” means to cause to stumble 

(iii) Applied to the offending of anyone ..................................................................... Matt. 18: 7 

(iv) Applied to the weak brother ........................................................................... I Cor. 8: 9–13 

iii. The exception restricts the scope of this rule thus: 

(i) A man who divorces an already adulterous wife is not culpable for her adultery 

1. He is still hard-hearted and is still doing something God hates 

a. He is likely in sin on that account, even under OT law 

i. NT law doesn’t have the Mosaic provision for legally putting away 

ii. Although it does justify allowing a separation desired by an unbelieving 
spouse ............................................................................................. I Cor. 7: 15 

2. But he bears no responsibility for causation 

a. That is all this “exception” provides: a relief from responsibility of causation 

b. It provides no relief for any other sin associated with the divorce 

c. It provides no permission to remarry 

i. The exception in Matt. 19 provides a far more significant relief; but it applies 
to a different rule and is given in a different context 

c. Rightly dividing point-of-interest 

i. As with all NT doctrine given in this pre-crucifixion interval, Jesus’ doctrine may be obeyed 
by an observant Jew without violating OT law 

(i) Jesus’ doctrine takes away a Mosaic indulgence with which God was manifestly 
displeased 

(ii) Obedience to this new doctrine would lead an observant Jew not into sin, but closer to 
God 

ii. Jesus accomplishes two things with this doctrine, one for each testament 

(i) OT: He brings the OT closer to fulfillment by purging it of weakness and thereby 
preparing his disciples to enter the kingdom under the perfect NT law 

(ii) NT: He establishes a NT doctrine for his disciples to take to the world following his death 

d. Second doctrine: whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery 

i. This doctrine is given without any restriction in scope 

(i) The exception to the first doctrine does not apply, grammatically or logically 

1. If it did apply, it would mean that a man could marry a promiscuous divorcee but not 
a virtuous one—an absurd conclusion 

ii. “Her that is divorced” applies to any divorced woman, regardless of her guilt or innocence in 
the divorce 

iii. “Whosoever” applies to any man who might marry the divorced woman: 

(i) Single 
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(ii) Married 

(iii) Divorced 

(iv) Widowed 

iv. His own marital condition is irrelevant 

v. By helping the divorced woman to violate her marriage covenant, to which he is not even 
party, he commits adultery in his own right 

(i) Adultery is sexual sin in contravention of a marriage covenant 

(ii) And the covenant violated may not even be one’s own 

e. Both doctrines concern themselves primarily with the guilt of the man 

i. The guilt of the woman is clear in both cases; but the guilt of the man is the true focus of each 
doctrine 

ii. Divorce law was not symmetrical with respect to the sexes in the OT and other laws of the 
ancient world 

(i) But it is symmetrical in NT law .................................................................. Mark 10: 11–12 

1. Most NT law, like this doctrine in the SOTM, is given in sex-specific terms, but I 
believe it is meant to be understood symmetrically 

iii. So the focus of these doctrines is on guilt associated with the causation of sin 

(i) The hard-hearted husband for tempting his wife to sin 

(ii) The second husband for enabling the wife to violate her marriage covenant 

f. Resolve to put no stumbling-block before anyone ............................................. Rom. 14: 13—15: 2 

D. Oaths ................................................................................................................................................. next time 

E. Resisting Evil 

F. Neighbors and Enemies 
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