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—Installment 68— 
Jesus foretells his death and resurrection 

Peter rebukes him and draws a harsh reply 
Jesus preaches a short sermon 

Gaulanitis near Caesarea Philippi 
Summer, ~ 29 A.D. 

 
Albuquerque 11 September 2016 

I. Review of recent events 

A. In the summer of the final year of his ministry, the Year of Opposition, we find Jesus laboring against 
multiple threats 

1. Murderous persecution  

2. Misguided support  

3. Unfaithful disciples 

B. In this period of much travel we find him northbound on the way to Mount Hermon  

C. Near Caesarea Philippi Jesus questions his disciples regarding his identity 

D. Peter responds with his second great confession, that Jesus is the Christ 

E. Jesus responds with a declaration of apostolic authority in his kingdom, the church 

F. He gives Simon the name Peter, calling his confession the bedrock of the church  

1. Our shared confession of Christ orients the church around its cornerstone Jesus on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets 

2. The church is strong and unassailable so long as it remains on the apostolic foundation built by the 
confession of Christ 

G. He instructs the disciples to tell no man that he is Christ 

1. Their testimony, though correct in its fundamental orientation to Christ, is still immature and even 
badly mistaken, as today’s episode will demonstrate 

II. Jesus foretells his death and resurrection .................................... Matt. 16: 21; Mark 8: 31–32a; Luke 9: 22 

A. Until now Jesus had taught his disciples about the kingdom 

1. Its principles and nature 

B. Now he begins to teach them about its king 

1. Having received Peter’s confession and having organized his church on it, he must correct a 
fundamental misapprehension about the nature his office 

a. Like the rest of the disciples and their compatriots, Peter expects a Messiah powerful in the flesh 
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b. They do not expect a Messiah weak in the flesh and powerful only in the spirit 

c. They expect a conquering champion, not a suffering savior 

d. They expect a Messiah universally admired, not one rejected by the Sanhedrin 

i. He refers to the Sanhedrin council by its constituent parts 

(i) Elders, chief priests and scribes 

C. Jesus’ revelation is not the first foretelling of the events of the Passion Week 

1. The prophets had predicted many things about them .............. (Gen. 3; Psalm 16, 22; Isa. 53; Zech. 12) 

2. Jesus had foretold them in obscure language 

a. At the first Passover 

i. To the Jews questioning his authority to cleanse the temple ...................................... John 2: 19 

ii. To Nicodemus ............................................................................................................. John 3: 14 

b. On the second tour of Galilee (after the second Passover) 

i. To the scribes and Pharisees seeking a sign ....................................................... Matt. 12: 38–41 

3. It is evident from the various responses that no-one, friend or foe, has understood the meaning of these 
earlier obscure prophesies 

D. But it is the first in plain language 

1.  “He spake that saying openly” ........................................................................................... (Mark 8: 32a) 

a. 3954 παῤῥησία parrhesia: openly, plainly, frankly 

i. Without concealment, ambiguity or circumlocution 

ii. Without the use of figures and comparisons 

III. Peter rebukes Jesus ..................................................................................................... Matt. 16: 22; Mark 8: 32 

A. Peter, though already a believer, disciple and apostle of Jesus, and already the author of the definitive 
Christian confession, does not yet understand some of the fundamentals of the Christian faith 

1. This is through no fault of his own 

a. Jesus’ work of revealing all things to his disciples is not complete 

2. In this period of preparation, Peter and his fellows are preparing to enter the kingdom, but are not yet 
ready for it 

a. They are observant Jews preparing to become observant Christians 

B. Peter is clearly shocked to learn that Jesus must suffer and die 

1. Not understanding that God has ordained this sacrifice of Jesus’ body and blood, Peter foolishly 
assumes it ought to be averted 

2. He will actually try to avert it at Jesus’ capture in the Garden of Gethsemane ............... John 18: 10–11 

C. With characteristic headstrongness, he briefly forgets that he is a disciple and Jesus is his master 

1. “The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord” ............................. (Matt. 10: 24) 

D. We note that he reacts to what he understands: suffering and death 
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1. He does not react to that part he doesn’t understand: the resurrection 

a. Without the resurrection, the cross represents only the deepest loss ................. I Cor. 15: 14, 17–19 

b. But with the resurrection, the cross represents the highest victory .................................... vv. 20–26 

E. Though Peter twice has witnessed a resurrection, he does not yet understand it 

1. This incomplete faith explains why Jesus presently rejects his disciples’ witness  

IV. Jesus rebukes Peter ..................................................................................................... Matt. 16: 23; Mark 8: 33 

A. Jesus demonstrates his displeasure with Peter in several ways 

1. He commands him to get behind him 

a. This communicates two things 

i. It reminds Peter of the proper relationship between them 

ii. It conveys that Jesus will have no part with Peter’s ignorant faithlessness 

2. He turns away from him toward the other disciples, physically emphasizing his harsh command 

a. (Peter had drawn Jesus aside to rebuke him) 

3. He calls him Satan 

a. This dreadful title sounds harsher than Jesus’ intended meaning 

i. Satan has two meanings 

(i) Specific 

1. The Devil: greatest of God’s enemies, the evil archangel called by 19 different names 
in the Bible 

(ii) General 

1. Any adversary, enemy or opponent 

ii. The Greek 4567 Σατανᾶς Satanas is transliterated from an Aramaic cognate of the Hebrew 
 satan, so the word is essentially the same throughout the OT and NT ןטׂש 07854

b. The epithet would have shocked Peter’s ear just as it does ours 

i. But Jesus isn’t calling him the Devil, but rather my adversary 

c. In Jesus’s doctrine, humanity is bifurcated 

i. Broad and narrow paths ....................................................................................... Matt. 7: 13–14 

ii. Gathering and scattering .......................................................................................... Luke 11: 23 

4. He says Peter is a stumbling-block to him 

a. This reinforces the adversarial epithet Satan 

b. Peter’s actions are a hindrance to Jesus 

5. He says Peter savors the things of men, not the things of God 

a. Savor, 5426 φρονέω phroneo, means to mind or seek 

b. This ungodliness is a common failing among Christians ................... Gal 5: 16–17; I John 2: 15–17 

B. Mercurial Peter 
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1. Within moments of earning his name Peter – so great an honor that the Catholics would create a false 
title of Pope, noblest among Christians, for him – he also earns an evil title shared with the Prince of 
Darkness 

2. Until he will grow out of it, Peter is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways ........... (James 1: 8) 

3. Jesus knows Peter’s erratic temperament, yet he appoints him to a great work that eventually he would 
discharge faithfully 

a. “When you are converted, strengthen your brothers” .............................................. Luke 22: 31–34 

4. Peter truly will be a rock to the early church, despite an occasional stumble ................................. (Acts) 

a.  “Purify your hearts, ye double minded” ..................................................................... James 4: 7–10 

V. Jesus preaches a short sermon .......................................... Matt. 16: 24–28; Mark 8: 34—9:1; Luke 9: 23–27 

A. He bids the multitude join his disciples 

1. He appears to have found some long-sought solitude in this location on the periphery of the Herodian 
kingdom, but evidently the people had begun to find him again 

2. The day’s events present an opportunity to draw moral conclusions 

B. He amplifies both his own prophecy and his rebuke of Peter’s without specifically mentioning either 

1. He does not further disgrace Peter, but he continues to show him his error 

C. The conditional opening 

1. If any man would come after me 

a. This defines the office of disciple: “I will follow” 

i. Learn, imitate, submit, obey 

D. Two prerequisite actions for discipleship 

1. Deny himself 

a. Say “no” to ungodliness ............................................................................................. Titus 2: 11–14 

2. Take up his cross 

a. Die daily .............................................................................................. I Cor. 15: 31; Rom. 8: 35–39 

3. Then he is worthy to follow ............................................................................................ Matt. 10: 37–38 

E. Whoever will save his life will lose it 

1. His admonition plays on two meanings of life: physical and spiritual 

a. If a man will “save”— prize or tightly hold— his physical life, he will lose his spiritual life 

b. If a man will “lose”—despise or lightly hold—his physical life, he will save his spiritual life 

2. It reinforces the doctrine of bifurcated humanity 

3. And illuminates the folly of double mindedness 

F. Profit and loss 

1. As he showed that the two kinds of life vary inversely, so he shows that profit and loss likewise often 
vary inversely between the physical and the spiritual 
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2. Peter was stunned by Jesus’ prediction of his death and suffering because he was still thinking of the 
Messiah in worldly terms of power, fame and wealth 

a. It seemed to him that if Jesus were destroyed, then Messiah’s mission would fail 

b. And the disciples would suffer great loss unbalanced by any gain 

3. Jesus teaches that the soul is worth more than all the riches of the world 

a. And that losing (despising, lightly holding) one’s life in the service of the kingdom and the gospel 
is a great victory ............................................................................................................ Heb. 12: 1–3 

i. Paul counts his résumé but dung for Christ .................................................. Php. 3: (3-6), 7–14 

4. How can you buy back your soul? 

a. The whole world is insufficient payment 

i. Gates, Buffett, Zuckerberg, Thiel, Bezos, Musk, Castro, Putin, Trump, Clinton 

G. Shame and glory ...................................................................................................... Matt. 16: 27; Mark 8: 38 

1. Ashamed of Jesus and his words 

a. Peter the confessor became Satan the denier in a few moment’s time ......................... Luke 12: 8–9 

i. He was ashamed at the prospect of Jesus’ humiliation 

ii. Be not ashamed of humiliation and suffering ..................................................... II Tim. 1: 8–12 

2. In an adulterous and sinful generation 

a. Shame is often driven by social pressure 

i. Will we be ashamed of adultery and sin? 

ii. Or of Jesus for condemning them? 

3. When the Son of Man shall come 

a. He indicates the final judgment by the confluence of three conditions which appear together on 
earth at no other time 

i. The Glory of the Father (kingly splendor, the Shekinah) 

ii. The holy angels 

iii. Universal judgment 

4. Render according to deeds 

a. This shows that deeds cannot be uncoupled from faith and grace 

i. Salvation is by faith and grace 

ii. But judgment is by deeds 

(i) And the final bifurcation ............................................................................. Matt. 25: 31–46 

iii. Faith without works is dead ................................................................................ James 2: 14–26 

(i) Justification (being declared righteous) is by works, not faith alone 

H. Some will not taste death 

1. The kingdom has not arrived, but it will arrive in this generation 

2. It will come in power ..................................................................................................................... Acts 2 
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