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—Installment 69— 
The Transfiguration 

Jesus explains the return of Elijah 
Southern spur of Mount Hermon 

Summer, ~ 29 A.D. 
 

Albuquerque 13 November 2016 

I. Review of recent events 

A. In the summer of the final year of his ministry, the Year of Opposition, we find Jesus laboring against 
multiple threats 

1. Murderous persecution  

2. Misguided support  

3. Unfaithful disciples 

B. In this period of much travel he heads north toward Mount Hermon  

C. Near Caesarea Philippi Jesus questions his disciples regarding his identity 

1. Peter answers with his second great confession, that Jesus is the Christ 

2. Jesus responds with a declaration of apostolic authority in his kingdom, the church 

3. He gives Simon the name Peter, calling his confession the bedrock of the church  

D. Jesus foretells his death and resurrection 

1. Peter, not yet understanding the nature of Jesus’ mission, rebukes him 

2. Jesus sternly chastens him and delivers a sermon about the sacrificial calling he and his true disciples 
must heed 

II. The transfiguration ....................................................................... Matt. 17: 1–8; Mark 9: 2–8; Luke 9: 28–36 

A. Location 

1. A tradition dating to the fourth century puts the transfiguration on Mt. Tabor in Galilee 

a. The tradition is mistaken on three counts 

i. Jesus was in Gaulanitis and did not return to Galilee until after the healing of the demoniac 
boy .......................................................................................................................... (Mark 9: 30) 

ii. Mount Tabor is not a high mountain 

(i) It rises to only 1886′ 

iii. The peak of Mount Tabor held an occupied fortress  ..... Josephus, The Wars of the Jews, 1.8.7 

(i) No solitude would have been available 
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2. Mount Hermon 

a. Mount Hermon is the southernmost end of the Anti-Lebanon mountain range that forms the 
border between Syria and Lebanon. It lies about 40 miles N of the Sea of Galilee. 

i. The range is so named because it runs parallel to the Mount Lebanon range in Lebanon 

ii. Across its spreading mass it has several summits, the three tallest of which are approximately 
the same height 

iii. The highest summit stands at 9232′, straddling the border between Syria and Lebanon  

(i) This summit is the highest point in Syria 

1. Lebanon has a taller peak on Mount Lebanon, at 10,131′ 

iv. Another summit on a southern spur in the Golan Heights reaches 7336′, the highest point in 
Israel 

v. Much of the water in Palestine originates in precipitation on Mount Hermon 

(i) Its many streams and springs merge to form the Jordan River 

B. Reconciling Luke’s chronology with Matthew’s and Mark’s 

1. The transfiguration occurred one week after Peter’s confession and rebuke 

a. After six days................................................................................................ (Matt. 17: 1; Mark 9: 2) 

i. Six uneventful days between 

b. About eight days after .................................................................................................... (Luke 9: 28) 

i. Eight days including the two events 

C. Jesus withdrew here to pray 

1. It was his habit to pray by night in lonely locations .......................................... Matt. 14: 23; Luke 6: 12 

2. The transfiguration occurred at night 

D. He took with him Peter, James and John 

1. These three apostles were the leaders of the twelve 

a. This was James the Greater, brother of John 

E. As he prayed, his face and clothing began to shine bright as the sun 

1. Clothing as no fuller can white them ........................................................................................ Mark 9: 3 

a. “Fuller” here refers to a maker of cloth 

2. This phenomenon always indicates contact with divinity 

a. It is sometimes called “Shekinah,” a non-biblical term originating in later rabbinical writings 

i. Lit. to settle, dwell or inhabit 

ii. Divine presence 

(i) Presence of God on Earth 

(ii) A manifestation of his presence 

1. The burning bush of Moses is another kind of Shekinah, as are the pillars of fire and 
smoke 
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3. And inspires fear in those who see it 

a. Examples 

i. Moses returning from Mount Sinai ....................................................................... Ex. 34: 28–35 

ii. The angel at Jesus’ tomb ........................................................................................ Matt. 28: 1–6 

iii. Jesus with Paul on the Road to Damascus ................................................ Acts 9: 3–7; 22: 6–11 

F. Moses and Elijah appear with him 

1. “In glory” .............................................................................................................................. (Luke 9: 31) 

a. The term indicates the prophets also shined brightly like Jesus 

2. They talked with Jesus .............................................................................................................. Mark 9: 4 

3. They spoke of his decease at Jerusalem 

a. Decease is translated from 1841 ἐξ́οδος exodos, meaning departure 

i. An unusual word for death 

ii. Encompassing his suffering, crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection and ascension 

4. Why Moses and Elijah? 

a. The two prophets are the OT types of Jesus and John the Baptist 

i. Although the two were separated in time, unlike their NT equivalents, they individually 
prefigured them 

(i) Moses the lawgiver, judge and captain 

1. Jesus is like him ............................................................................................. Acts 3: 22 

(ii) Elijah the lonely prophet, scourge of the powerful and forerunner of another prophet 
mightier than he 

1. Jesus will reveal this figure of John momentarily 

b. Moses and Elijah symbolize and personify the phrase “law and prophets,” used repeatedly in the 
Bible 

c. The appearance with Jesus in glory of these key OT prophets signifies the glorious connection in 
God’s mighty plan 

i. Between the old and new testaments 

ii. Between Christ and his forerunners, the L&P ............................................................ John 1: 45 

(i) Fulfill, not destroy ............................................................................................... Matt. 5: 17 

(ii) L&P yield to the kingdom ................................................................................. Luke 16: 16 

(iii) All things must be fulfilled written in the L&P ........................................... Luke 24: 44–47 

(iv) Preaching Christ from the L&P ............................................... Acts 28: 23, (Acts 8: 34–35) 

(v) Christian righteousness witnessed by the L&P ............................................. Rom. 3: 21–22 

G. The three apostles are heavy with sleep 

1. From this we know that the event occurred at night 
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2. This prefigures their struggle to watch with him the night of the crucifixion as he prayed in 
Gethsemane 

H. They awaken to see the shining glory of the three prophets 

1. They somehow recognize the identity of the two resurrected prophets 

a. Perhaps from their speech 

b. Perhaps by divine revelation or later explanation by Jesus 

I. Peter, terrified by the shining figures, composes himself as best he can and attempts to rise to the occasion 

1. He recognizes the solemn blessing of the event and speaks to acknowledge it, however inarticulately 

2. He seeks to serve however he can imagine, offering to build shelters for the three 

J. As Peter is speaking, a bright shining cloud envelops the six men, further terrifying the three apostles 

1. This is the cloud of God’s presence, also called Shekinah .............................. Ex. 13: 21–22; 40: 34–35 

K. God speaks from the cloud 

1. This is my beloved son (KJV) 

a. My chosen one (NAS and NIV) 

2. In whom I am well pleased 

a. In these two commendations God repeats the endorsement he gave Jesus at his baptism ................. 
 ...................................................................................................................................... Mark 1: 9–11 

b. We do not know whether any of the apostles were present at Jesus’ baptism 

3. Hear ye him 

a. God amplifies the earlier endorsement with a key command to the three apostles and all 
subsequent disciples 

i. In the personified presence of the L&P, God commands that we hear Jesus 

(i) Him, not them 

ii. Although the L&P are divinely connected to Jesus and his gospel, our obedience is correctly 
rendered to Jesus alone ............................................................................................. Heb. 1: 1–4 

(i) And to them he commissioned to teach his gospel 

L. The apostles fall on their faces in terror 

1. No man shall see me and live ............................................................................................ Ex. 33: 18–23 

M. Jesus consoles them with a touch and a gentle command, “Arise, and be not afraid” 

1. Only by the protection of Jesus can we stand in God’s presence 

2. Jesus, mediator between God and man, removes our fear 

N. Looking up, they see no one but Jesus 

1. The L&P testify, but Jesus remains to the end ....................................................................... Heb. 3: 5–6 

III. He forbids them to speak of what they have seen ............................... Matt. 17: 9; Mark 9: 9–10; Luke 9: 36 

A. Until he be risen from the dead 
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1. As he has done repeatedly and recently, Jesus forbids immature and premature testimony 

a. Even after granting the keys of the kingdom to Peter .................................................... Matt. 16: 20 

B. They obey his command ................................................................................................................ Luke 9: 36 

1. Possibly not even the other nine apostles knew what happened until after the resurrection 

C. They puzzle about the meaning of rising from the dead 

1. Jesus had taught them to expect parabolic teaching from him 

a. Not recognizing that he was speaking literally, they seek to interpret what they think to be a 
metaphor 

IV. Jesus explains the return of Elijah ............................................................... Matt. 17: 10–13; Mark 9: 11–13 

A. The apostles, knowledgeable of Malachi’s famous prophecy regarding the return of Elijah, assume that 
this event must be its fulfillment .................................................................................................. Mal. 4: 4–6 

1. They are puzzled as to why Elijah didn’t remain 

B. Jesus declares to them that John the Baptist is the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy ......... Matt. 11: 13–14 

1. He came to restore all things 

a. He did so by turning hearts; i.e. preaching repentance ................................................... Matt. 3: 1–2 

C. As he was “set at naught” – killed – so would be the Son of Man 

V. Later testimony 

A. Take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place ........................................................... II Pet. 1: 12–21 

B. Jesus is a glorious, shining figure ............................................................................................. Rev. 1: 10–18 

C. We look forward to our own like transfiguration ....................................................................... I John 3: 2–3 
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