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For the Glory of God 
 
(Ref.)   In the last Ch of Eph Paul concludes his points  
Eph 6:12 ESV –   by describing the spiritual battle we are fighting 
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

1. Our battle is spiritual. It is different than a physical struggle. 
2. Nonetheless, we can learn from physical battles. 

a. We will compare our spiritual battle with a physical battle we read about in the OT 
 
Eph 3:8-12 ESV –  Paul tells us about our battle, the strategy behind it, and how we have victory 
8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose 
that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 

1. God had a plan, an eternal purpose, that was hidden from man and angels for ages. 
a. In the battle against evil in heavenly places, God had a secret war strategy that even 

authorities in heavenly places didn’t know.  
2. Satan and his angels didn’t know what was happening, but you can sense the spiritual tension through 

the gospel books. 
a. Satan had been cast out of heaven down to earth where he reigned supreme (Rev 12:9).  

i. Satan ruled the earth as we can see when he offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world 
(Matt 4:8-9). 

b. Now God himself (the son of God) had come to earth in physical form. Something was 
happening, but what?  

c. Demons that were cast into pigs understood something spiritually magnificent was happening: 
"What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not 
torment me." (Mar 5:7) 

3. That plan was revealed at the cross in Christ our Lord. 
a. Satan probably thought his victory was at hand as God himself was being put to death. 
b. You can only imagine the surprise and despair for Satan as the sky darkened, Christ breathed is 

last, the vail of the temple was torn, and the earth shook.  
i. At that point, God’s eternal secret war strategy began to be revealed and Satan must 

have understood that he had just lost the keys to death and hell. 
ii. “I have the keys of Death and Hades” says Christ (Rev 1:18) 

4. We read hints of this plan throughout the OT. God laid down the foundation and prepared the way for 
the realization through Christ. 

 
Overview of events leading up to Gideon 

1. God gave two promises to Abraham. 
a. God would give his decedents a great land. 
b. God would bless mankind through his seed. 

i. Paul made point that this seed was singular not plural (Christ) (Gal 3:16). 
ii. Paul said that God preached the Gospel to Abraham (Gal 3:8). 

2. Abraham had Isaac, Isaac had Jacob (Israel), Jacob had Joseph who was taken as a slave to Egypt. 
a. Joseph became second in command in Egypt. 
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b. During a great famine he brought the rest of his family (Israel) to Egypt and saved them from 
the famine. In Egypt they fell into slavery.  

3. Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt – wondered in wilderness 40 yrs due to lack of confidence 
that God would be with them in battle.  

4. Moses dies and Joshua takes over to lead Israel into the promise land.  
5. Joshua leads Israel in capturing much of the promise land then dies. 
6. After Joshua, Israel did not have a single leader like Moses or Joshua. God raised up judges to lead 

Israel. 
7. Israel began a cycle of following God and conquering the land to falling away from God and being 

dominated by their enemies. God raised up Judges to turn his people back to him.  
8. One Judge that God raised up was a Woman named Deborah. Deborah helped lead Israel to victory, 

and Israel had peace again for 40 years (Judges Ch 5).  
9. After the 40 years, Israel did evil again, and God gave them over to the Midian people for 7 years. 

During this time, the Israel people lived in hiding in caves (Judges 6:1-2).   
a. Devoured crops like locusts that could not be counted  

10. God raised up Gideon as a judge to lead Israel back to him and deliver them from Midian (Judges 6:11-
32). 

a. After being called by the angel of the Lord, Gideon tore down the alter of Baal and built an 
alter to God in its place. He cut down the Asherah and used it as wood to offer a bull to God. 

b. He did this in secret at night because he was afraid of the Israel people. 
c. In the morning, they sought to kill Gideon for his actions against their false Gods. 
d. Gideon’s father Joash told them to let Baal defend himself. 

i. They began calling Gideon “Jerubbaal” which means “let Baal contend for himself.” 
e. The Midianites, Amalekites, and the people of the East came together against Israel. (Judges 

6:33) 
f. Gideon asked for a sign so he would know that God would give him victory. He laid a fleece on 

the ground and said if it is full of dew in the morning, but the ground around it is dry, I will 
know God will give us victory. God promised victory. (Judges 6:36-40) 

 
Judges 7:2-22 ESV -  We read of the battle specifics which correlates to our on spiritual battle  
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, 
lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the 
people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” 
Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. 4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still 
too many. Take them down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, 
‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with 
you,’ shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “Every one 
who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels 
down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but 
all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who 
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” 
8 So the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man 
to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley. 9 That same night 
the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 10 But if you are 
afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 11 And you shall hear what they say, and 
afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his 
servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. 12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites 
and all the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without 
number, as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance. 13 When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a 
dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled 



For the Glory of God(1)  3 of 7 

into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the 
tent lay flat.” 14 And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a 
man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.” 15 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the 
Lord has given the host of Midian into your hand.” 16 And he divided the 300 men into three companies and 
put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. 17 And he said to them, 
“Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do. 18 When I blow the 
trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For 
the Lord and for Gideon.’” 19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and 
smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. 
They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A 
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. 
They cried out and fled. 22 When they blew the 300 trumpets, the Lord set every man's sword against his 
comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border 
of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.  

1. The purpose of such a small army was so God would be recognized and glorified (vs 2).  
2. From the fleece and the dream Gideon fully comprehended what God was doing for him.  

a. This is what gave him the strength to do what otherwise would have been a difficult, fearful 
suicide mission.  

3. The promise is so secure God and Gideon speak as though it has already been realized. (vs 9 & 15) 
a. Prophetic Perfect – cultural idiom. (US Ex: take a rain check). 

4. The plan was kind of tricky. Just like God tricked Satan into fighting against himself, God and Gideon 
tricked the Midianites into fighting against themselves.  

5. Gideon could have erred in a couple of ways. What would have happened?  
a. He could have taken credit for the victory. What would have happened?  

i. Nebuchadnezzar took credit and was humbled while the words were in his mouth 
(Dan 4:28-33)  

b. He could have taken 1,000 men into battle. What would have happened?  
 

Going back to Paul’s description of our battle, we find similarities to Gideon 
Eph 1:3-10 ESV –  Paul describes God’s plan for giving us victory  
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

1. God’s plan for the fullness of time was established before the foundation of the world. It was like it 
was already realized. It was a sure thing.  

a. Predestined for adoption that we would be united with him.  
2. What was the purpose of his will – his established strategy? 

a. “to the praise of his glorious grace” (vs 6). 
 
Eph 2:4-10 ESV –  Paul continues to describe our place in God’s plan – Identifies God’s motive 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- 6 and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
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immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

1. What was the purpose for God saving us with Grace?  
a. So that “he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness” (vs 7). 
b. Just like he wanted it to be clear to Gideon that he was giving them victory.  

i. We, like Gideon, can think and speak as though the victory is in the past.  
c. He did not want Gideon to boast, and he does not want us to boast. 

2. Saved by grace for his Glory. Created for works. 
a. Gideon had to lead only 300 men into battle – a difficult task. 
b. When we consider our spiritual battles, it can be daunting. It may not be easy, but we can 

charge forward with confidence as though God has already given us dominion over the 
struggle.   

 
Eph 3:14-21 ESV –  Paul prays for their strength, but not in the way we might expect… 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

1. The strength comes from the Spirit. 
2. To comprehend the love of Christ.  

a. Not to resist temptation or endure hardship. 
b. Comprehending the fullness of God gives us the courage to face temptations and hardships. 

3. Why did Gideon march into battle with only 300 men? 
a. He understood the fullness of God. He comprehended the immeasurable riches of his grace.  

4. There may not be a logical explanation for how we can overcome our temptations and hardships. 
a. Christ can provide ”far more abundantly than all that we ask or think” (vs 20). 
b. If we can comprehend the fullness of God, we can face our battles as though we have already 

mastered them.  
 
John 6:66-68 ESV –   Ref: Peter put it best after Jesus gave a very difficult teaching.  
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, 
"Do you want to go away as well?" 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life, 

1. Peter comprehended who Christ was, and as a result understood that the only good path was to follow 
Christ even if he didn’t understand it at the time. 

2. This is the same reason Gideon obeyed God. He comprehended God. Once he comprehended God, he 
understood that it only made sense to follow God.  

 
Luke 22:41-44 ESV –   We have a good example of a struggling for strength to obey 
41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." 43 And there appeared 
to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

1. There are two wills in opposition (Gal 5:17). Dying on the cross was against Christ’s will.  
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a. Why was he obedient to the cross against his own will? 
b. He comprehended God (like no one else), and thus, had more trust in God’s will. 

2. Was it easy for Christ to be obedient? NO! 
a. He was in more agony over this obedience than we will ever be when facing out work. 

3. Our works follow our faith. – Naturally?? Easily?? 
a. The fruit and works of our life do come from our faith, belief, and comprehension. 
b. Sometimes we act/talk as though it is supposed to come easily and naturally. Not so.  
c. Like God sent an angel to strengthen Christ, He has sent us a Spirit to strengthen us.  

 
Heb 5:7-9 ESV –  The writer of Hebrews also describes his agony before the cross  
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to 
all who obey him, 

1. In the Garden Christ was not weeping quietly. He was crying out loudly in agony. 
a. If you are a parent, imagine your child screaming in agonizing terror for you to rescue them. 

2. God heard Christ because of Christ’s reverence 
a. He heard him: he did not delivery him from the work he was called to do, he strengthened him 

so that Christ could complete the work. 
b. Reverence: Christ comprehended the fullness of God. Christ had love and respect for God.  

3. The question to us is: do we comprehend the fullness of God enough to be obedient even when we 
don’t want to be obedient? Even when the work we are called to do is against our will?  

a. Christ was obedient against his own will.  
 
Eph 4:1 ESV –   Following his prayer for comprehension, Paul starts calling them to work/battle.  
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, 

1. How can we walk worthy of being an adopted son? I don’t know. 
2. How can 300 men march into a valley of unnumbered soldiers and win? I don’t know. 
3. Victory is ours and our battle is before us. 

a. Even though we can’t logically understand how we can walk worthy, we KNOW that we will.  
b. We must gird up our loins and march into the battle.  

 
Eph 5:1-6 ESV –  The 2nd half of the letter describes how to walk worthy. We’ll consider one portion. 
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must 
not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor 
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that 
everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

1. We were chosen for adoption before the foundation of the world. We should imitate our father. 
2. Like walking worthy of the calling, Paul calls us to live as is proper for saints.  

a. Gideon and his men were called to follow a battle plan as is proper for God’s soldiers.  
b. As a small group, they needed to walk worthy of their chosen place.  
c. Just because God had promised victory, they did not have the ability to fight however they 

wanted.  
3. Vs 5 – “be sure of this” those who do not follow this instruction will not receive Abraham’s inheritance.  

a. A physical will is a predestined promise of inheritance. – Sometimes that inheritance is taken 
away.  
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4. Vs 6 – “Let no one deceive you with empty words” 
a. Some people will tell us that “living proper” and “walking worthy” are not important. They say 

that these things are works, and that because we are not saved by works, we can 
 
2nd way that Gideon could have erred. We acknowledged earlier that he could have erred in two ways. 

1. He could have tried to rob God of his glory – boasting in himself for the victory. 
a. We considered Nebuchadnezzar. 

2. He could have said, “God has promised us victory, I don’t need to obey.” 
a. What would have happened if he didn’t go to battle, or if he took 1,000 men?  

 
Gen 6:5-8 KJV –  Ref:  There are many examples like Gideon that we could ask this question  
5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart [was] only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; 
both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 
8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
 
Gen 6:14 ESV –   Ref: 
14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 

1. God did not tell Noah “do not make it out of: pine, oak, pecan, elm….” 
2. What would have happened if Noah made the ark out of pine? – I don’t know.  

 
Gen 8:18-20 ESV –  Ref:  Who/what did Noah praise when the flood was over. 
18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, 
and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark. 20 Then Noah built an 
altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings 
on the altar. 

1. What saved Noah? God or his work of building the ark of gopher wood?  
a. Who was praised? Did Noah build an alter to the gofer wood?  

2. Did Noah rob God of his glory by building an Ark of gopher wood? No.  
a. Only if he would have accredited his work as the saving power.  

 

 
2 Kings 5:9-15  Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria was a leper 
9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. 10 And Elisha sent a 
messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you 
shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely 
come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and 
cure the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants came near 
and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he 
actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. 15 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. 
And he said, “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from 
your servant.” 

1. What healed Naaman? God or the Jordan river?  
a. Who received the praise? God received the praise. 
b. When he was disobedient, what was he accrediting the healing to? The water.  

2. What would have happened if he had not turned back to the Jordan? It appears he would not have 
been healed.  

a. So did his work heal him? No. 
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b. Was the work required of him? Yes.  
 

Let us circle back to our Ephesian Brothers 
God promised salvation. What would happen if they didn’t obey though??? 

Rev 2:1-5 ESV –  Christ dictates a letter to the Church at the hand of Apostle John 
1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 'The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, 
who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 "'I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, 
and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are 
not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and 
you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come 
to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 

1. These were those who were chosen before the foundation of the world and predestined to be 
adopted by God through Christ (Eph 1:3-10). 

2. These are those who Paul taught were saved by grace and not by works (Eph 2:8-9). 
3. Were their works going to save them? No. Were their works required? Yes.  

 
Heb 4:16 ESV –   Ref:  What will judgement day be like? 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

1. God wanted Gideon to have confidence in the victory. – Prophetic Perfect 
a. “Praise be to the grace of God.”  

2. He had confidence because he comprehended what God was doing for him.  
3. The comprehension of God was what gave him the strength to complete a difficult work. 

 
 
God has chosen you before the foundation of the world to be his child and receive the inheritance.  

1. It is your inheritance. Receive it with graciousness and praise for his grace. 
2. Show your trust in your father by imitating him. 
3. Lord, strengthen us through the Spirit so that we may comprehend your fullness.  
4. Now, walk worthy of the calling. 
5. When obedience is difficult, cry out for strength and he will hear your reverence.  
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